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Supplementary Data 1. Questionnaires on oocyte cryopreservation.

I. Demographic data of the female responders
I-1. Please write your date of birth. (Year/Month/Day)

I-2. At present, do you have a spouse? 
□ Yes □ No

(If you answer “No”,) 
□ Single □ Divorced □ Widow □ Etc.

I-3. Have you ever been pregnant?
□ Yes □ No

(If you answer “Yes”) (Multiple responses available)
□ Full-term (more than 37 weeks)
□ Preterm (more than 24 weeks and less than 27 weeks) 
□ Spontaneous abortion 
□ Artificial abortion 

I-4. At present, do you have a child?
□ Yes □ No

(If you answer “Yes”) How many children do you have?
□ 1 □ 2 □ 3 □ More than 4 
(If you answer “Yes”) How old were you when you first gave birth?
□ <20 □ 20–24 □ 25–29 □ 30–34 
□ 35–39 □ 40–44 □ ≥45

I-5. What is your occupation? (For example; unemployed, employee, nurse, self-employed, teacher) (               ) 
(If you have a job now) What is the employment type of your job?
□ Albeit (daily worker) □ Contract worker (less than 1 year contract)
□ Contract worker (more than 1 year contract) □ Full-time worker
(If you have a job) How much is the annual income?
□ ₩ Less than 10 million 
□ ₩ 10–20 million 
□ ₩ 20–50 million □ ₩ 50–100 million
□ ₩ More than 100 million 

I-6. Where do you live? (Multiple responses available)
□ Seoul □ Metropolitan City □ Gyeonggi-do □ Je-ju Island
□ City □ Town □ Overseas

I-7. What is your final education level?
□ Elementary school □ Middle school □ High school □ University graduate □ postgraduate

I-8. What is your religion?
□ None □ Christian □ Buddhism □ Catholic □ Won-Buddhism □ Etc.
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II. Survey on awareness about pregnancy and childbirth
II-1. When do you expect to be pregnant in the future?
□ None □ Within 6 months □ 6 months–1 year
□ 1–3 years □ After 5 years □ After 10 years □ I don’t know

II-2. How many children do you want?
□ I don’t want a child □ 1 □ 2 □ 3 □ 4 □ I don’t know

II-3. How old do you think your last pregnancy can be? 
□ 30–34 □ 35–39 □ 40–45 □ 46–50 □ Not applicable

II-4. What do you think about multiple births? 
□ I don’t like multiple births. □ Twins are acceptable.
□ Triplets are acceptable. □ It doesn’t matter if I have multiple births. □ Etc.

III. Survey on awareness about oocyte cryopreservation 
III-1. Do you have any experience listening about or interest in oocyte cryopreservation?
□ Yes □ No
(If you answer “Yes”) What is the first exposure you learned about oocyte cryopreservation? (Multiple responses available)
□ Mass media (TV, Radio, Internet) □ Introduction □ Recommendation by hospital □ Etc.

III-2. Have you ever tried to cryopreserve oocytes?
□ Yes □ No

(If you answer “Yes” in III-2) How many times did you have oocyte cryopreservation?
□ 1 □ 2 □ 3 □ 4 □ More than 5

III-3. Do you want oocyte cryopreservation?
□ Yes □ No

(If you answer “No” in III-3.) Why do not you want to? (Multiple responses available)
□ There is no plan to try pregnancy in the future.
□ I am concerning about the survival rate and condition of the oocyte after freezing and thawing.
□ I am afraid of the pain associated with the procedure.
□ It is expensive.
□ Etc. 

III-4. Did you decide to carry out oocyte cryopreservation?
□ Yes □ No
(If you answer “Yes” in III-4.) Why did you choose to perform oocyte cryopreservation? (Multiple responses available)
□ I have not married yet.
□ I am going to put off marriage or pregnancy because of work or study.
□ I can prepare for any difficulties in having a baby in the future.
□ It is to give birth to a healthy child in the future with high quality oocytes. 
□ This is to preserve fertility prior to chemotherapy.
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III-5.   What do you think about donating your own cryopreserved oocyte to someone if you do not need to use it in the  
future? (Multiple responses available)

□ I will not donate. 
□ I can share my oocytes with infertile patients (Family members). 
□ I can share my oocytes with infertile patients (Relatives).
□ I can share my oocytes with infertile patients (Friends).
□ I can share my oocytes with infertile patients (Close acquaintances).
□ I can share my oocytes with infertile patients (Others).
□ I can donate for medical research.
□ Etc.

IV. Distribution of women’s perception on fertility preservation issues

Perception on fertility preservation issues Definitely not Probably not Uncertain Probably Definitely

1.   If a woman over 30 years of age is not ready to get married or 
have a child, she should consider preserving her fertility through 
egg freezing.

2.   If a woman is not ready to be pregnant and wishes to undergo 
egg freezing for her fertility preservation, the costs for the 
procedure should be covered by medical insurance or social 
security system.

3.   For a woman facing fertility-impairing cancer treatment, egg 
freezing is recommended to preserve her future fertility.

4.   For a woman facing fertility-impairing cancer treatment, the 
costs for the procedure should be covered by medical insurance 
or social security system.

5.   Information about egg freezing as a part of regular health 
care should be routinely provided by physicians to women of 
childbearing age. 

6.   If a company supports the cost of freezing my eggs, I would like 
to delay pregnancy and work for a longer time.

7.   If I couldn’t afford to freeze my eggs, I would consider asking 
for financial support from a parent or family member to pay for 
this procedure.

V. Distribution of women’s knowledge related to reproduction and fertility and oocyte cryopreservation 

Question 1 2 3 4 5

1.   If a woman between 35 to 40 years of age regularly has unprotected 
intercourse during a period of year, how large is the chance that she will 
become pregnant? 

20–29% 30–39% 40–49% 50–59% ≥60%

2.   At what age period is there a marked decrease in woman’s ability to become 
pregnant? 

15–24 25–29 30–34 35–39 40–50

3. What is chance of miscarriage in a pregnant woman at the age of 40 years? <1% 1–10% 11–20% 21–30% >30%

4.   What is the chance of delivering a child with Down syndrome in a pregnant 
woman at the age of 40 years? 

0.01% 0.1% 1% 5%  >10%

5.   What is the chance of pregnancy after one IVF treatment at an age between 
40 and 43 years? 

<15% 16–25% 26–35% 36–45% >45%

6.   What is the survival rate of frozen eggs after defrosting process in a woman 
with less than 35 years of age?

20–40% 40–60% 60–80% 80–95% >95%

IVF, in vitro fertilization.


